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CI5475/CI5330  Teaching Digital Writing: Blogs, Wikis, Online talk, Podcasting, and E-portfolios to Teach Writing, Fall, 2008

Tuesdays, 4:40 – 7:20, 215 Peik Hall

Rick Beach, 359 Peik Hall, 612-625-3893 (o)/612 824-1304 (h)

office hours: Tues/Thurs. 2:30 – 3:30, and by appointment rbeach@umn.edu
Mission Statement: College of Education and Human Development


      The new College of Education and Human Development is a world leader in discovering, creating, sharing, and applying principles and practices of multiculturalism and multidisciplinary scholarship to advance teaching and learning and to enhance the psychological, physical, and social development of children, youth, and adults across the lifespan in families, organizations, and communities.

Mission Statement: Department of Curriculum and Instruction
In adhering to the Land Grant mission of the university, the Department of Curriculum and Instruction fosters an intellectual community of nationally and internationally-recognized scholars who:

    * advance understanding of teaching and learning through research and other scholarly endeavors, including the scholarship of teaching and the scholarship of public engagement,

    * support the preparation and development of scholars and educators who are leaders in their disciplines, schools, and community settings, and who are able to collaborate across disciplines to benefit those they serve,

    * engage in multidisciplinary pursuits with partners in P-16 schools, communities, professional associations, and other educational institutions to improve the quality of education for all learners,

    * address the cultural, linguistic, social, political, technological, and economic factors that influence teaching, learning, and research, and

    * foster educational practice that leads to a more democratic and just society.

Course Description



This course is designed for middle, high school, and college writing instructors in all subject matter areas who are interested in using Web 2.0 digital writing tools to help students learn to generate, organize, revise, and edit their writing.  This course is supported by use of a textbook co-authored by the instructor, Engaging Students in Digital Writing (2008), as well as a wiki with extensive resources and links: http://digitalwriting.pbwiki.com. It is designed to help instructors learn to employ digital writing tools such as blogs/vlogs, wikis, digital mapping, digital poetry/storytelling, digital slideshows and scrapbooks, online discussions/role-play, podcasting, VoiceThread audio commentary, PowerPoint presentations, and e-portfolios to teach writing.  And, it will include learning to use features of involved in organizing and linking digital writing: RSS feeds, tagging, comments, hotlinks, image/video embedding, and text promotion.  Students will acquire the use of these tools in the course through creating or contributing to blog/vlog posts, a digital map and slideshow, a class wiki and Moodle forum, a podcast, an interactive PowerPoint presentation, and an e-portfolio.  They will also be providing comments to each other’s blog posts and developing teaching activities that involve the use of digital writing tools.  And, they will use an e-portfolio to reflect on their work in the course based on criteria associated with effective use of digital writing tools to improve writing quality.  

Course Objectives 

From taking this course, students will acquire teaching techniques to help their students:

- understand theories of Web. 2.0 related to shifts towards more interactive digital communication related to teaching writing.

- employ search tools to access information and devise Webquest writing assignments containing relevant links to that information.

- collect and integrate online images (Flickr) and video clips (YouTube) into writing. - understand and be able use digital note-taking/mapping (Inspiration) to generate information and perceive relationships between this information.

- participate in online discussion sites/virtual learning environments (Ning) for use in brainstorming ideas and sharing information.

- participate in online simulation/role-play/game sites used for writing instruction.

- understand and produce different forms of electronic literature/digital storytelling.

- understand and use RSS feeds for subscribing to relevant sources of online information.

- engage in collaborative writing through uses of wikis and Google Docs, as well address issues with uses of Wikipedia

- employ blogs/vlogs as well as blog features for use in engaging in argumentative forms of writing.

- access and create podcasts and coursecasts to present information.

- understand issues of fair use and copyright in using online materials in writing.

- develop digital writing activities appropriate for different subject areas across the curriculum.

- design, format, and edit digital texts based on readability/engagement principles.

- employ online teacher feedback and training for online peer feedback to writing.

- formulate criteria for evaluation of digital writing.

- employ e-portfolios and other tools to foster reflection across different writing assignments.

Schedule (readings/blog post assignments are for the following week)

Sept. 2  Rationale for use of Web 2.0 digital writing tools in the classroom

- Rationale for using Web 2.0 digital writing in schools; characteristics of Web 2.0 interactive digital tools. Why use digital writing tools to improve writing?  Does the use of digital writing tools necessary improve writing?  How is “writing” defined?  Issues in learning to engage in or teach digital writing; what digital literacies have you acquired or need to acquire to engage in digital writing? 

Read in Gardner & Birley, Blogging for Dummies, 2nd ed., 1-130; Hendron, RSS for Educators,

1-31, 113-132, Beach, Anson, Bruech, and Swiss, Engaging Students in Digital Writing 

(course packet at Paradigm Copies), Chapter 1; Submitting email posts to your blog: 

http://tinyurl.com/5l73ac

Complete setting up your blog on Edublogger (http://edublogs.org), Blogger

(http://www.blogger.com) or UThink (http://blog.lib.umn.edu/) for people who may be using

UThink in teaching University courses). If you already have a blog, then just use it.

Blog post: Once you’ve set up you blog, then describe how you do might use a blog in your everyday lives and/or teaching (if you teach).  What are some of the ways in which you have or will use these tools as a student and/or teacher?  How do they enhance or hinder your communication with others?  What are some things that you want to learn to do with digital writing in this course in terms of your own writing and/or teaching of writing?

Once you complete your post, share it on the class Ning under the date the post was due.  Find the Discussion based on the due date, click on Reply, and then copy/paste you post for sharing with the class (you don't need to include your blog partner's comments to your blog posts).  Put your first name in the Discussion Title box.  You may want to respond to other students' posting in this Forum.  

You can also begin your own Discussion Forum on any topic (the election, the Twins/Vikings, your teaching experiences, movie recommendations, etc., by clicking on Start a Discussion and specifying your first name and the topic in the Discussion.  For discussion of the election:

PBS Teachers, ACCESS, ANALYZE, ACT: A Blueprint for 21st Century Civic Engagement http://www.pbs.org/teachers/vote2008/blueprint/
Sept. 9: Uses of Blogs 

- More on blogging: personal and academic blogs; individual versus classroom blogs; the nature of the blogosphere; informal versus formal writing styles; integrating hyperlinks/images into blogs; fostering thoughtful comments; using RSS feeds, categories, and tags; creating blog partners.

- Setting up a Bloglines or Google Reader account: for collecting RSS feeds from others’ blogs, sites, podcasts; subscribing to feeds; creating as RSS feed for your blog; adding the RSS feed to Ning.

- Setting up “blog partners”—someone who will respond to your posts—similar to dialogue journal writing.

- More on using Ning and the course wiki

- Comparisons of course management systems: WebCT/Vista, Moodle, Ning, Tappedin.org., 

Drupal, Studeous, etc.

Read in Gardner & Birley, 133-214; 323-336; in Herndon, 133-148, 229-256; Beach, Anson, Bruech, and Swiss, Chapter 2; Alan November: information literacy: http://tinyurl.com/33lwgs
Create an RSS feed for your blog (see Gardner & Birley, Chapter 11) and add it to the Ning (Add your RSS URL to one of the empty RSS boxes in the left column so that others can subscribe to your blog on Bloglines or Google Reader). Unfortunately, there’s space for only about 9 RSS feeds (in the left column, so some of you may just insert your blog URL versus the RSS feed in a Text Box in the left column.)

Blog post: describe the search methods and databases you employ to collect information for use in your work or writing.  Which databases do you typically use and why?  How do you identify and test out relevant search categories or keywords?  How do you determine the validity and credibility and validity of the information you acquire?   What sources (news, blogs, online magazines, podcasts, etc.), will you subscribe to using RSS feeds and how will you use those feeds?  Based on your experience, what do or would you do to teach students to engage in effective search strategies?  

Once you complete your post, copy/paste it to the Ning Discussion for sharing with the class; provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Sept. 16: Issues of search and use of RSS feeds/digital note-taking/mapping
- Using digital writing tools to collect, generate, organize, and connect information and ideas; framing topics/inquiry-questions; online search strategies; using search categories; selecting different databases; identifying markers for validity and credibility of information; creating categories for organizing information; using Webquests to model search strategies. 

- More on use of RSS feeds; using Bloglines/Google Reader; tagging and delicious.com/Diigo 

- Introduction: digital note-taking/annotation using Scribefire, Google Notes, Diigo

- Introduction: Uses of digital mind-mapping: Inspiration, Bubbl.us, VUE, Compendium

Read in Hendron, 151-174; Beach, Anson, Bruech, and Swiss, Chapter 6: Blogging; Review 

Krista Kennedy’s blog: Life in the Network (Composition 3401) 

http://blog.lib.umn.edu/kenne329/3401s07/ and her personal blog (note her uses of images):

http://slimcoincidence.com  Review some of the classroom/educators’ blogs on listed on the

wiki, subscribe to those that interest you, and add them to your blog roll.

In your blog: develop some activities for how you might use blogs in the classroom?  Then, create a digital map using Inspiration (select Download Free Trial at http://www.inspiration.com), Bubbl.us (http://bubblus.com), Vue (http://vue.tufts.edu), Compendium (http://compendium.open.ac.uk/institute/download/download.htm), or any of the other digital mapping tools (see the wiki: Chapter 2: digital mapping) about some different options topics (as your “nodes) and subtopics for your potential final project for this course; reflect on how you could use digital mapping for helping students exploring relationships between different topics/images. Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

September 19: Conference: 2008 New Media Research @ UMN Conference, Digital Technology Center, 4th Floor Walter Library, U of M East Bank, 8:30 – 5:00: http://www.inms.umn.edu/ University faculty and graduate students share research projects on New Media tools.

Sept 23: Using blogs in the classroom

- Presentation: Krista Kennedy, doctoral student, Writing Studies: using blogs in distance-learning environments; use of her 3401 course blog on writing about media.  Uses of images in blogs; creating photologs; uses of a shared classroom blog (everyone posts to the same blog) versus uses of individual blogs.

- More on digital mapping and brainstorming: sharing of your digital maps and uses of digital mapping to foster development of ideas and topics; connectivism learning theory related to fostering learning and thinking through creating “personal learning networks” and networking with others.

- An online Connectivism course being offered this Fall at the University of Manitoba: http://ltc.umanitoba.ca/wiki/Connectivism
- Introduction to uses of images and VoiceThread

Read in Gardner & Birley, 215-232; 337-348; Mabrito & Medley, (2008). Why Professor Johnny Can't Read: Understanding the Net Generation's Texts: http://tinyurl.com/6ctelk
Visit Google Images, Flickr, Yahoo Image Search, YouTube etc., (and find some non-copyrighting images or video clips related to a specific topic, place, or theme (“coolness”), that interests you or that you might be using in your teaching or create your own images/clips using the Easyshare camera or your own camera) for example, an autobiographical digital storytelling portrayal of growing up in your hometown or living in a specific Twin Cities neighborhood or how certain phenomenon such as race, class, gender, or age differences are represented in the media.  For images related to place: the Depicting Dinkytown project created by last year’s class: http://depictingdinkytown.pbwiki.com/FrontPage; David Carr, the NYTimes: 36 Hours in Minneapolis-St. Paul: http://travel.nytimes.com/2008/08/17/travel/17hours.html; Jeff Rice: Virtual Urbanism: http://englishweb.clas.wayne.edu/~cw07/cw07/ and The Rhetoric of Pleasure http://englishweb.clas.wayne.edu/~jrice/5790/
Import some of these into your blog post along with your reflections on these images or clips; reflect on how you might have your students use image/clips in their own writing or creation of digital literature. 

Then, go to VoiceThread and set up an account.  Embed your images into VoiceThread and add a commentary—either text and/or voice commentary.  We will then share your VoiceThread: For examples from last year of Flickr slideshows:

http://digitalwriting.pbwiki.com/Flickr+slidshows+for+October+16
Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Sept 30: Visual rhetoric/Voicethread: Collecting and writing about images/clips

- Collecting images/clips from Google, Flickr, Yahoo, YouTube etc.; use of tagging; folksonomy practices in Flickr; social dimensions of sharing tags 

- visual rhetoric: fostering students’ awareness of the rhetorical effectiveness of images/clips as integrated into writing: discussion of Selfe’s/Wysocki’s assignments/criteria.

- Using screen capture software to capture images (using the "Print Screen" key which copies the image to the clipboard and you can paste it into an application such as Paint or Word; Using “Grab” in Macs; Using Snapz Pro 2 for video capture).

- Sharing or your images/clips on VoiceThread

- Using Media Mill for storing video

- Discussion: the YouTube phenomenon: “attention transacting”: what attracts people’s attention

- Integrating critical analysis of media representations of race, class, gender, age, regions, with production of images/clips 

- Introduction: teaching digital literature/storytelling

Read in Hendron, 33-46; 175-200; Beach, Anson, Bruech, and Swiss, Chapter 3; study some of the classroom wikis on the wiki site, as well as Matt Barton’s Rhetoric and Composition wikibook http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Rhetoric_and_Composition
and the media literacy wikibook http://teachingmedialiteracy.pbwiki.com
Read: handouts from Aimee Whiteside

Black, A. (2005). The use of asynchronous discussion: Creating a text of talk.

Contemporary Issues in Technology and Teacher Education, 5(1), 5-24. 

http://www.citejournal.org/articles/v5i1languagearts1.pdf
Smith, C. W. (2006). Synchronous discussion in online courses: A pedagogical strategy for taming the chat beast. Innovate, 2(5). http://www.innovateonline.info/index.php?view=article&id=246
Blog post: set up a PBWiki, Wikispaces, or Wetpaint site for potential use in writing your final project report (especially if you’ll be collaborating) and/or your own teaching: http://www.pbwiki.com (Atomic Learning PBWiki tutorials: http://www.atomiclearning.com/pbwiki).  Based on reviewing the class wikis/wikibooks, reflect on how you might have your students create a wiki or wikibook.  What might be some challenges in having students engage in collaborative writing? Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Oct. 7: Using Wikis in the classoom/facilitating online classroom discussions 

Using wikis; the digital writing wikibook; designing and fostering collaborative writing tasks; 

- Sharing of your wiki sites; reflections on potential uses for wikis in your teaching.

- Uses of Wikipedia in teaching.

- More on using virtual learning environments/online discussion forums (Ning, Moodle, tappedin.org) for teaching writing.

- Using online discussion; synchronous versus asynchronous formats; facilitating online discussion; using synchronous sharing for collaborative writing; evaluating online discussions. 

- Presentation: Aimee Whiteside, Digital Media Center, University of Minnesota: Facilitaing classroom discussions

Read in Beach, Anson, Bruech, and Swiss, Chapter 5; visit the Electronic Literature

Association digital literature collection: http://collection.eliterature.org/1/
and the DUSTY (Digital Underground Storytelling For Youth) site: http://oaklanddusty.org/
Salpeter, J. (2005, February). Telling tales with technology. Technology & Learning.

http://www.techlearning.com/shared/printableArticle.jhtml?articleID=60300276
Tendero, A. (2006). Facing versions of the self: The effects of digital storytelling on English education. Contemporary Issues in Technology and Teacher Education, 6(2). http://www.citejournal.org/vol6/iss2/languagearts/article2.cfm
Hofer, M., & Swan, K. O. (2005). Digital image manipulation: A compelling means to engage students in discussion of point of view and perspective. Contemporary Issues in Technology and Teacher Education, 5(3/4). http://www.citejournal.org/vol5/iss3/socialstudies/article1.cfm
Blog post: Create a short multimodal digital story or poem on your blog, VoiceThread,  Powerpoint; or digital storytelling tools such as Storymaker (http://story-box.co.uk/sm.php), Umanjin (http://www.umajin.com/), or MixBook (http://www.mixbook.com), for example, using images from the place assignment and/or photos of your neighborhood/home town/house, create an “Where I’m From” poem or essay; or, a comic book portrayal of a character or yourself using Comic Life http://plasq.com/comiclife
Reflect in your blog on your plans, use of tools, and how you might have students create their own digital storytelling. Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Campus Forum: Oct. 2: Digital Writing, Writing Online: The Writing Center, Thom Swiss, Mitch Ogden, Krista Kennedy, Rick Beach, 12:00 – 1:30.
The K12 2008 Online Conference (occurs during October): Podcast presentations on uses of Web 2.0 tools in the classroom: http://k12onlineconference.org/
Oct 14: Digital literature/storytelling

Presentation: Cassie Schraber, Assistant Professor of Learning Technologies, Department of Curriculum & Instruction: Digital storytelling

- Sharing your digital storytelling examples

- Creating digital literature/poetry/digital storytelling; electronic literature construction; hypertext links in narrative; creating activities for digital storytelling

- Defining intertextual/hypertextual connections, and determine relationships between subtopics.

- Setting up an online role-play to conduct during the week on the class Ning and in the first part of next class.

Read: Beach & Doerr-Stevens, Learning to Engage in Dialogic Argument through Participation in Online Role-Play; listen to the Beach podcast at the K12 2008 Online Conference: http://k12onlineconference.org/
Review the online role-plays conducted by Elizabeth Boeser in her 12th grade college writing classes at Jefferson High School:

Montana, 1948: Fighting Sioux Mascot issue

http://missboeser.googlepages.com/montana1948 (background description)
http://roleplaymascots.blogspot.com/
http://mascotroleplay.blogspot.com/
Perks of a Wallflower: High school conformity

http://schooledthewriteway.blogspot.com/
Administrators’ access to Facebook

http://wallfloweronline.blogspot.com
Begin participation in the online role-play on the Ning; create a bio description for your role and then post your positions during the week (we will continue the role-play in the beginning of class on the 21st)

Blog post: Based on your participation on the role-play on the Ning, reflect on your experience adopting a role  

1. What were some things that you did to create your role through use of language, information in/images used for your bio?

2. What arguments were you making to convince other roles to support your position?  

3. What evidence or reasons were your employing to support your positions?  Do you think that this evidence or reasons were effective in convincing others to adopt your positions?

4. Which roles had the most versus least power in this role-play?  What are some reasons that these roles did or did not have power?  What were some strategies that the roles with power employed?

5. Were there differences between your personal beliefs and those of your role?  Did your own personal beliefs on this issue change at all due to the role-play? 

Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Oct. 21: Using online role-play to foster writing

- Participation in the online role-play (first part of class)

- Reflection on the online role-play: sharing of blog post reflections

- Online identity construction; online social sites; issues of identity construction and public/private disclosure of information; relevance of construction of personae in online social sites to writing instruction; using online games such as Ink (Michigan State) or Neverwinter Nights (Minnesota) to teaching writing; using online simulations/worlds for writing (Coquet; Second City)

- creating game-like online role-play simulation for teaching writing; specify the roles, 

context, rules, objects, scaffolding, etc., for your game; reflect on the benefits of using this 

game to teach writing.

- Presentation: Aimee Whiteside, Digital Media Center, University of Minnesota: Facilitating 

online discussions; fostering “social presence” in online discussions.

Read in Hedron, 47-68; 89-112; Morris, Tomasi, & Terra, Podcasting for Dummies, 2nd ed, 1-88; 313-350; Beach, Anson, Breuch, Swiss, Chapter 7; read tutorial handouts on Ning; watch the tutorials with McCauley and Beach on podcasting, as well the tutorials on using Garageband or Audacity listed on the wiki (depending on what you’ll be using).

Blog post: Listen to a podcast, for example, on the EdTechTalk channel (EdTechTalk podcasts (http://edtechtalk.com): Recommended: Teachers Teaching Teachers (about digital writing), EdTechWeekly, Women of Web2.0; Digital Campus (digitalcampus.tv) EdTechCrew (http://www.edtechcrew.net), or The Tech Teachers (http://thetechteachers.blogspot.com/)

or podcasts recommended by Morris, Tomasi, & Terra (313-350); describe the techniques employed in this podcast and what works well and what works less well.  Then, begin planning a podcast interview or discussion with someone (this could include someone else in the class): who might you talk to and what questions might you ask them? Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Oct. 28: Podcasting/audio production and writing (bring microphones/digital recorders/headsets to class)

Presentation: Pete McCauley: podcasting and editing

- Techniques for creating podcasts and screencasts; use of recording equipment; transferring audio files onto the web using Audacity http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ or GarageBand.

- Use of digital recorders/iPods for recording podcasts and giving oral feedback to students’ writing.

- Using Skype calls to interview people; recording Skype calls using Audio Hyjack Pro, Gizmo, or Wiretap Studio

- Using the University’s Media Mill http://mediamill.cla.umn.edu/mediamill/ to store podcasts and videos

Read in Hedron, 69-88; 201-227; Morris, Tomasi, & Terra, 89-142; 161-230; Garder & Burley, 233-252 (note; there’s overlap with these readings); review the tutorial on using Skype; see other tutorials on the wiki; set up a Skype account and record a Skype interview for another podcast. 

Based on your plan, record a live discussion or interview or a phone interview using Skype recorded SkyCreate a solo podcast using Audio Hyjack Pro, Gizmo, or Wiretap Studio

or Wiretap Studio (get a one-month trial subscription)—see directions in the textbook and handouts/tutorials.,  Do some minimal editing on Garageband, Audacity (audacity.sourceforge.net); we’ll spend more time working on editing in the class, so save your file on a flash drive to bring in to do more editing in class. 

Blog post: reflect on your experience making your podcast; what worked well and what do you do to work on?  Describe some teaching activities using podcasts. Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Nov. 4: More on podcasting production: Blog posts due (I’ll be providing audio feedback to your posts).

- Further editing of podcasts and sharing of your podcasts 

- Uploading podcasts to Media Mill and then posting them on the Ning (see player in the left-hand column)

- Further reflections on how to use podcasts in teaching

- Uses of digital recording for feedback to writing

- Dictating/text-to-oral tools for LD students 

Read in Morris, Tomasi, & Terra, 143-160; Beach & Swiss, “Digital Literacies, Aesthetics, and Pedagogies Involved in Digital Video Production.” View Vlog Tutorial 1 and 2 on my digital writing blog: http://teachingliterature.typepad.com/digitalwriting/ (a transcripts of these videos are also on my blog); view some videoblogs such as our very own MinnesotaStories (http://www.mnstories.com) http://digitalwriting.pbwiki.com/VlogTools, http://mefeedia.com, or http://fireant.tv)

Blog post: Plan a short video: What ideas or meaning do you  and shoot some video for editing using iMovie (available on the Macs in the 355 computer lab) or Windows Movie Maker; if you don’t have one, create a YouTube account: http://youtube.com (you will be storing your vlog videos on YouTube) as well as on Media Mill, and then adding a link to your blog and the wiki. Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Nov. 11: Vlogging, video production, and writing (bring you video file on a flash drive to class or save it on Media Mill for further editing work)

Presentation: Elizabeth Boeser, Jefferson High School, Bloomington: Teaching video production

- Importing video to computers; editing on a computer using iMovie or Windows Movie Maker; storing on the video Media Mill; importing to Media Mill (U site for compression) and YouTube and then posting the YouTube URL on your blog

Complete editing of video and upload it to Media Mill; add a link to Media Mill on the Ning.

Blog post: Reflect on your experience creating your video: What things went well and what things would you do differently the next time you create a video?  What does this suggest about teaching video production?  What are some teaching activities that involve integrating video production into a curriculum, for example, doing citizen journalism or creating short story adaptations (see http://teachingmedialiteracy.com and http://teachingmedialiteracy.pbwiki.com)

Read: Beach, Anson, Bruech, and Swiss, Chapter 8 

Active learning with PowerPoint. (2006).

http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/powerpoint/
Eschoolnews. (2006). Stop the presses: School newspapers moving online. 

http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/pfshowStory.cfm?ArticleID=6706.

Lengel, J. (2006). Power pointless. Teaching with technology.

http://www.powertolearn.com/articles/teaching_with_technology/article.shtml?ID=25
Lynch, P., & Horton, S. (2002). Web style guide (2nd ed.). 

http://www.webstyleguide.com/index.html
Nielsen, J. (2005). Usability of websites for teenagers.  

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/20050131.html
Blog or vlog post: Analyze the readability of an effective web site versus a less-effective or poorly-designed site or blog versus well-designed/effective site or blog in terms of difference in the design features employsed: what specific design features contributed to high versus low readability?  Develop some activities that would help students learn to attend to design features in creating and editing their digital writing, for example, how to make their PowerPoint presentations more interactive.  Be ready to share your negative versus positive design examples in class. Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Nov 18: Design/editing digital texts: Journalism, e-zines, scrapbooks, PowerPoints; copyright 

- Bad hair/design day: sharing examples of poorly- versus well-designed sites—what makes them difficult to process and how can they be improved.
- Principles of readability associated with digital design; techniques for formatting digital texts; use of font, color, white space, links, icons, buttons, etc.; differences in readers’ processing of digital versus print texts to foster “reading for relevance” (Kress, 2003)
- Issues in design/use of PowerPoint presentations 

- Creating classroom newspapers/newsletters, e-zines, scrapbooks

- copyright/”fair-use” law and issues related to copyright and fair use; defining plagiarism related to digital writing—how will you address issues of copyright associated with the idea of plagiarism.

Read: Beach, Anson, Bruech, and Swiss, Chapter 9; Beach, Clemens, and Jamsen,
“Digital Tools: Assessing Digital Communication and Providing Feedback to Student Writers”

Blog post: select an anonymous example of a student’s writing and describe how you would provide online feedback to that writing.  Reflect on what you believe is important in giving online feedback to students. .  Then develop some techniques for training peers to provide online peer feedback and ways to determine the effectiveness of their feedback. Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Nov 25: Giving feedback to writing

- Sharing of your examples of providing online feedback to students 

- Writing-across-the-curriculum strategies using digital writing: brainstorming ideas for using digital writing in teaching in social studies, science, math, and specific topics within English: literature, rhetoric, speech, composition, media, language, etc.

- Introduction: creating e-portfolios using blogs/wikis 

Presentation: Kirsten Jameson and Linda Clemens, Center for Writing, University of Minnesota: Using online feedback foster revision, self-assessing, and reflection on writing; teaching online writing courses; analysis of the University’s Writing Center online feedback site; comparison of f-t-f versus online feedback; training of peers to employ online feedback; determining the effectiveness of peer feedback.

Read: in Beach, Anson, Bruech, and Swiss, Chapter 11, 12. 

Using blogs/wikis to create portfolios

http://digitalwriting.pbwiki.com/PortfolioCreationTools
Ellertson, A. (2005). Information appliances and electronic portfolios: Rearticulating the 

institutional author. Kairos, 10(1). http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/10.1/binder.html?http://cissrv3.uwsp.edu/faculty/aellerts/rearticulate/home.html
Goldman-Carnegie Quest Program. (2006). Inside teaching gallery.

http://gallery.carnegiefoundation.org/insideteaching
Blog post: Treating your blog as a portfolio, review back over your blog/vlog posts and reflect on your own learning/changes in the course.  If you were to have students create portfolios for one of your past or present classes (hypothetical class if you’re not teaching) what material would you ask students to include in this portfolio?  How would you use the features of e-portfolios—for example a blog or wiki—to have students display and reflect on their work? Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Dec. 2: E-portfolios/teacher portfolios/action research/reflection 

- Different software programs for creating e-portfolios, including the Minnesota e-folio software; fostering reflection through hypertextual/hypermedia links; developing criteria for evaluating both content and design of e-portfolios; issues with commercial portfolios; differences between purposes for uses of portfolios for classroom evaluations versus assessment, problems with authenticity of student reflections

- Sharing of reflections of your blogs and ideas for creating digital portfolios 

- Using blogs/wikis to create portfolios  

- Using teacher cases/action research for professional development.

Blog post: reflect on what you plan to do for your final project; reflect also on how you plan to implement the ideas and Web 2.0 tools described in this course in your own work and/or teaching, for example, how might you use blogs, wikis, podcasts, digital storytelling, etc., in your teaching. Provide comments to your blog partner’s post. 

Dec. 9: Blog due: Implementing digital writing: So now what am I going to do?

- Sharing ideas about implementing digital writing in the classroom

- Collaborative work on your final projects

Complete final projects for presentation on Dec. 16; prepare a summary blog, wiki, or PowerPoint to post on the Ning and the wiki (under Fall, 2008 Student Projects for your class presentation)

Dec 16: LAST CLASS: Project presentations/Pot Luck Supper 

Sharing of summary reports of final projects: prepare an overview, summary PowerPoint, blog, or wiki presentation high-lightening your project.

Required texts: Coffman Union Bookstore
Beach, R., Anson, C., Breuch, L. A., & Swiss, T.  (2008).  Engaging students in digital 

writing (coursepack: available after August 23 at Paradigm Copies, Dinkydome, University Ave., and 15th)

Gardner, S., & Birley, S.  (2008).  Blogging for Dummies, 2nd ed.  

Hendron, J. G.  (2008).  RSS for Educators: Blogs, Newsfeeds, Podcasts, and Wikis in the Classroom.

Morris, T., Tomasi, C., & Terra, E.  (2008).  Podcasting for Dummies, 2nd ed.

Resources/links to my sites:

The course social networking site on Ning: http://teachingdigitalwriting.ning.com
The course/texbook resource wiki: http://digitalwriting.pbwiki.com
For the resources related to teaching media: http://teachingmedialiteracy.pbwiki.com
or http://teachingmedialiteracy.com
For resources related to teaching literature: http://www.teachingliterature.org
Tools to be used in this course:

- Class Ning: http://teachingdigitalwriting.ning.com A private social networking site that contains a forum, blog, notes, links, blog feeds, podcast feeds, and schedule.  Creating a profile and adding pictures to the Ning.

- The digital writing wiki site: http://digitalwriting.pbwiki.com (includes the course wiki: see link at bottom of right sidebar) and the media literacy wiki site: http://teachingmedialiteracy.pbwiki.com and website: http://teachingmedialiteracy.com
- Blogging: different blog platforms; the value of blogging for teaching writing: multimodality, hyperlinks, ownership, comments, feeds, larger audiences, e-portfolio collection.  Setting up a blog on Edublogger (WordPress) (http://edublogs.org), Blogger (http://www.blogger.com), or UThink (Movable Type): selecting templates, settings options, creating profiles, editing posts, adding plug in, republishing (constantly), privacy settings—do not check “show my email address” (attracts spam), adding BlogThis! or Scribefire extensions for FireFox for posting material from other blogs/websites.  

- Twitter: exchange Tweets with students in class on the class Twitter http://twitter.com/ci54752; Subscribe to each other Twitter accounts as “friends;” using Summize (search.Twitter.com) to search Twitter; receive text messages on your cell phone from Twitter.

- Shelfari: Us the Teaching Digital Writing Shelfari group for sharing books related to the course: http://www.shelfari.com/groups/27518/about
-  Podcasting: Setting up an iTunes account, subscribing to the EdTechTalk podcasts (http://edtechtalk.com): Recommended: Teachers Teaching Teachers (about digital writing), EdTechWeekly, Women of Web2.0; Digital Campus (http://digitalcampus.tv), EdTechCrew (http://www.edtechcrew.net), or The Tech Teachers (http://thetechteachers.blogspot.com/)

- Images, vlogging, video podcasts: Using the Kodak Z885 Easyshare cameras, Flickr, YouTube for images and video to insert in blog posts or VoiceThread.  Camcorders, mics, tripods available for check-out from the Curriculum Library, basement of Peik Hall (next to pop machines) http://intranet.education.umn.edu/ci/tech/equipment/default.asp
- Set up your MyU Portal https://www.myu.umn.edu/ for access to relevant research.

-  Use the University’s Media Mill http://mediamill.cla.umn.edu/mediamill/ to store and compress podcasts and videos.  Note: “Users are granted Media Mill access while attending or employed by the University of Minnesota.  Upon leaving the University, users will have two months (60 days) of full access.   After 60 days has elapsed, the source files ('originals') attached to the users Media Mill account will be removed.  There will be a notification email sent 2 weeks prior to the deletion.  Derivatives will not be deleted, web links to those derivatives will continue to work, and the user will retain access to Media Mill to modify those derivatives.  However, uploading of new files will be prohibited.

We always appreciate it if you occasionally prune your content when it's no longer needed.  Many users may not know that you can delete your 'original' file without deleting the associated derivatives.  This dramatically reduces your storage usage, while continuing to leave your content accessible via the web.  Just click the trashcan icon and select "delete original." We can also assist with batch removal if you have large amounts of content you no longer need.”

Assignments 

There are two assignments: a blog (due twice) and a final project, due at the end  

A blog (due Nov. 4 and Dec. 9; 60% of final grade)



The purpose of this course blog is to provide you with the experience of creating and maintaining a blog as part of teaching; it is also designed to encourage you to think about the readings and ideas presented in this course. In most cases, there are specific blog assignments noted in the schedule.



Examples of blogs from the Fall, 2007 class, are on the wiki:

http://digitalwriting.pbwiki.com/Students'+blogs


Blog writing differs from more formal essay writing in that it is informal, spontaneous, exploratory, reflective, inquisitive, and sometimes contradictory.  You are using writing to learn--to articulate your own responses to the readings, to critically assess the ideas presented, and to draw practical applications for teaching.   Please write your blog in an informal, spontaneous manner—these entries need not be formal mini-essays, but rather highly exploratory, tentative, explorations of your own thinking.  You’ll also be making links in your postings to other blogs in the class, as well as importing images and video, as well as your creating your own vlog posts. 



One you set up your blog, put the URL on the wiki under Student Blogs.  

Blog partner comments.  You will be creating a Bloglines site that will contain feeds from the blogs kept in this course so that you will know when your blog partner adds a new post to their blog.  Please provide a comment to your partner’s blog in the comment box.  These comments should not be pro-forma evaluations or judgments, but rather ways of extending your partner’s ideas as part of a conversation, for example, adding some additional related critiques of a media text or your own opinions/ideas about their positions. 

Putting RSS blog posts on the Ning.  Once you create an RSS feed for your blog, you will put it on the Ning.   Unfortunately, there’s space for only about 9 RSS feeds (in the left column, so some of you may just insert your blog URL versus the RSS feed in a Text Box in the left column.)



I will be providing you will oral feedback recorded on a digital recorder; I will then be emailing you an MP3 file to listen to on iTunes or a compressed DSS audio file (recorded on an Olympus recorder) with my comments.  If I send you a DSS file, to listen to the file, you need to download the software from the Olympus site (link is also on the Tappedin site): 

http://www.olympusamerica.com/cpg_section/cpg_downloads.asp?Category=Digital+Voice+Recorders&Product=859&dssplayer=DSS+Player+Lite
Choose the following options from the pull-down menus:  Step 3: DSS PlayerLite  Step 4: select your computer’s operating system.  You can then download the DSS PlayerLite (free) for use in listening to the file; if you have difficulty, please email me. 



I will evaluate your blog as a "check plus," "check," or "minus" in terms of its completeness, thoroughness, insightfulness, and originality of your thinking and learning through use of the entries; imaginative, creative uses of tools create digital texts; and reflecting and extending the ideas in the readings to your own analysis of digital texts and generating of teaching activities. I will also be evaluating you on whether you provide comments to you blog partner; I will not be evaluating the content of those comments. 

Final Projects (due at end of course; 40% of grade).

For your final projects, you can write a final paper on anything related to digital writing or teaching of digital writing that you believe will be useful for you in your work and/or teaching.  For example, your project could take the form of a:

- unit that incorporates digital writing activities including specific activities related to use of one or more digital writing tools.

- discussion or analysis of theory/research on any of the topics in this course, for example, the idea of using digital storytelling or podcasts to teach writing

- study of your own and/or students’ use of a digital writing tool(s)

- an e-portfolios of your previous writing with reflections 

- a series of vlogs and/or screencasts for use in demonstrating certain writing processes or 

uses of certain digital writing tools 


Examples of projects from the Fall, 2007 class, are on the wiki:

http://digitalwriting.pbwiki.com/Student+Final+Projects
You also have the option of doing a collaborative final project with another student in the class—I’d recommend using a wiki or Google Docs to facilitate collaborative writing.

I will also seek your permission to post your final projects on the digital writing wiki site.

            I will be grading your final project according to the originality, creativity, insightfulness, perceptiveness, clarity, and validity of the ideas and/or teaching strategies presented in these chapters, as well as your ability to draw on a range of resources from the class and the Web.

Definition of Grades

A - achievement that is outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements.

B - achievement that is significantly above the level necessary to meet course requirements.

C - achievement that meets the course requirements in every respect.

D - achievement that is worthy of credit even though it fails to meet fully the course requirements.

S - achievement that is satisfactory, which is equivalent to a C- or better (achievement required for an S is at the discretion of the instructor but may be no lower than equivalent to a C-.) ----

F(or N) - Represents failure (or no credit) and signifies that the work was either (1) completed but at a level of achievement that is not worthy of credit or (2) was not completed and there was no agreement between the instructor and the student that the student would be awarded an I (see also I).

Academic Dishonesty. Academic dishonesty in any portion of the academic work for a course shall be grounds for awarding a grade of F or N for the entire course.

Incomplete Grades. The grade of "I" is not a regular University grade and cannot be given without special arrangements under unusual circumstances.  It cannot be given merely to extend the time allowed to complete course requirements.  If family or personal emergency requires that your attention be diverted from the course and that more time than usual is needed to complete course work, arrangements should be made with the instructor of the course before the quarter ends and consent obtained for receiving an "Incomplete" or "I" grade.  These arrangements should be made as soon as the need for an "I" can be anticipated.  A written agreement should be prepared indicating when the course assignment will be completed.  Normally an "Incomplete" grade for a course should be removed within one quarter of its receipt.

Receipt of Final Grade.  University policies do not permit the posting of final course grades nor the reporting of these grades over the telephone. 

Diversity. Preparing future teachers to work with diverse student populations is an important part of this course. Students will be introduced to a variety of multicultural educational resources and pedagogical strategies that promote increased understanding of diverse perspectives and lifestyles. 

How to Access Your Final Course Grades. Go to OneStop for Students (http://onestop.umn.edu/Student/ ), click on Academics, then click on Grades.

Make-up policy.  I expect that you will attend every class, participate, and submit assignments on the date that they are due. If situations arise that interfere with your ability to fulfill this expectation, please talk to me individually and we will determine an appropriate course of action (depending on the circumstances, points may be deducted).

University Policies. See http://onestop.umn.edu/Faculty/Teaching/policyList.html
for a list of policies related to teaching with links to those policies. Also see http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/usen/policies.html
 for University Senate policies related to Teaching/Education.

Statement on accommodations.  It is University policy to provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations to students who have disabilities that may affect their ability to participate in course activities or to meet course requirements. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact their instructors to discuss their individual needs for accommodations.

Statement on classroom conduct.  See http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/policies/classexpectguide.html
and/or http://www1.umn.edu/regents/policies/academic/StudentConductCode.pdf
Statement on academic misconduct. http://www1.umn.edu/regents/policies/humanresources/AcademicMisconduct.pdf

Scholastic misconduct is broadly defined as "any act that violates the rights of another student in academic work or that involves misrepresentation of your own work." Scholastic dishonesty includes, (but is not necessarily limited to): cheating on assignments or examinations; plagiarizing, which means misrepresenting as you own work any part of work done by another; submitting the same paper, or substantially similar papers, to meet the requirements of more than one course without the approval and consent of all instructors concerned; depriving another student of necessary course materials; or interfering with another student's work.

Statement regarding sexual harassment http://www1.umn.edu/regents/policies/humanresources/SexHarassment.pdf
"Sexual harassment" means unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and/or other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature when: (1) submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of an individual's employment or academic advancement in any University activity or program; (2) submission to or rejection of such conduct by an individual is used as the basis of employment or academic decisions affecting this individual in any University activity or program; or (3) such conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with an individual's work or academic performance or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working or academic environment in any University activity or program. University policy prohibits sexual harassment. Complaints about sexual harassment should be reported to the University Office of Equal Opportunity, 419 Morrill Hall.

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity employer and educator.

